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| Mr. President,
Distinguished delegates,

The délegation of the DPRK appreciates this opporfunity to participate in the

ot sé—ssion of the UPR Working_Group of the UN Hufnan_ Rights Council.

Thel DPRK has consistently maintained, over the past 4 years since its first

: cy_éle review in Décember 2009, the people-centred human rights id.er;_is and,
position-that fully ‘guarantee the dignity,. equality and worthwhile lives of its
people. |

During this per'iod broadrconsultations were held in a sincere manner with a
large number of relevant national institutions and organizationls with a view to
giving serious co'nsidc-eration to the recommendations received at its first cycle
-review and, as a résult, a deci_sibn was made to accept many and take note of
some of them. Most of the accepted recommendations have been implemented

* or-are under implementation.

I would like to refer you to the documents before you for the details of the
position of the DPRK on the recommendations received during the first cycle
review. | N |

Although the DPRK Government has been making every sincere effort for ,
the protection and promotion of hu_maﬁ rights of its people including by taking

|




positive measures, certain forces obsessed with ingraine.d repugnance towel"de
ihe DPRK are pursumg conﬁ“ontatlon and plessures dehberately ignoting the
real human rights sﬁua’uon on the ground. |

However, we attach importance to the UPR mechamsm of the UN Human
_ Rights Council as it treats human rights sztuahons of all countrles 111‘ipartlally

end equaﬂy. ' |

o Proceeding from this position, We' submitted ouf‘nation;al report to the UN
Human Rights Council in January, and today a deiegation of re.pl'eS'entafiXJes of
sev_eral national institutions is present here for an interactive dialogue with you,
distinguished delegates.

.'We hope this session will be ‘a good oceasion for you to have a correct
understanel_ing of the real human rights- situation of the DPRK .an.d make an
objective and impartial assessment. | | |
Mr. President, |

Durilng T;he period under review, all people in our countfj*, under the wise
| leadership of the respe'cfed Marshal KIM JONG UN’I‘a:nd his politice of valuing

- people and love for people, made strenuous efforts, braving all sorts of trials. and '
' hardships,- for the eeonomic development and improvement of pec.)pile’s‘ living,
guided by.odr own deyeloplhellt strategy and inhovative ways and means.

A series of human rightsnrelated laws were adopted during this period, thﬁs
securmg firm Iegal guarantees for the implementation of the pohe1es of the State
on the protection and promotion of human rlghts

A Decree on the Enf01cement of the Universal 12-year Educatlon System

was promulgated in September 2012, the Laws on the Plotectlon of Child
| R1ghts and Women’s R1ghts adopted in December, 2010 Labour Protection Law |

in July, 2010, the Laws on Higher Education and General Educatlon




respectively in January and Decembef 2011 and the Law on Prevention of
Earthquake and Volcano Disasters and Rescue Operations in August 2011,

o Amendments were made to the Public Health Law, Law of the Protection of

Persons with Disabilities, Copyright Law; Law on Clomplaints and Petitions,

Criminal Law, Crimihal Procedure Law and other human fights l'aWs. |
~ The ‘néwly adopted or eitmen'ded laws are strictly implemented through their

incorporgtiqn into the relevant regulations and rules.

Due 1*egard. Wés given to reflecting the requirements of the international
human righfs instruments to which”thé DPRK is a State party, making it possible
to responsibly carry out our obligations under thé relevant t:reatiels._ '

‘The period under review was marked by the adopting or amending of a lot
more human rights laws than ever before.

This is indicative of the firm commitment and-sincere efforts on the part of
the DPRK to fully ensure the human rights‘ of its citizens and to faithfully fulfill
its obligat_ions under the relevant internaﬁonal human rights instruments.

Innovative measures were taken for the protection and promotion of civil and
political rights. |

-General pardon was granted to convicts in January 2012 and the term of
penalties shérlzened and the dégree of punishment mitigated through the
amending of the Criminal Law in 2010. Le11iency was shown for criminals
thro.u.gh, the exemption of penalties or comﬁmting_ of sentences in case he or she,
though committed a serious crime, volunteered to make full conféssions.

Independénce and impartiality of the judiciary was further ensured through
the amending of the Criminal Prooeduré Law i.n 2011, and measures were taken
for the prevention and punishment of human rights violations and abuse of

power in the handling-of cases by law énforcemen_t officials,
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The Law on Complaints and Petitions was amended and the functions of the
complaints-handling machinery at peopiejs power organs at all levels,
institutions and enterprises further enhanced, thus ensuring the settlement of all

~ complaints in a timely and fair manner.

The Government made great endeavours to -briﬁg about a‘ radi‘call

improvement in economic construction and people’s living and build a socialist

civilized country.
| 'W_il.th a view to addressing'food shortagés the agricultural sector was set as
the main thrust and nationWidé attention was_ given to this sector, while
' incentivising farmers through the 1nt1oduct10n of new agricultural. management
- methods 11movating agricultural science and technology and takmg measures o
expand the area under cultwaﬂon resulting in increased grain output

Bases of hvestock fruit farming and fisheries were newly bullt and the
ex1st1ng ones modermzed brmgmg substantial benefits to people

Efforts were focused on laying material and techmcal foundations for people
~ to fully enjoy the benefits of universal free' medical care system, while trying to
| achieve the goal of réaching_intematidnal standards in major health indicators.

Tele—ﬁmdiciﬁe linking the local hospitals to tﬁe'c'entfa}l ones was establishea,
Okryu -.Childre_n’s Hospital; Breast Tumor Institute of Pyongyang Maternity
Hospital and Ryugyong Dental Hospital néle 'built,‘ dozens of central and local
hospitals renovaté'd and ijroduction of tr_adition.al Ko;yo medicine placed on
normal and scientific bass.

'. Discase outbreak rate decreased significantly and coverage éf vaccines of

- various kinds have 1eached a hlgh level in recent’ years
Followmg the pr omulgauon of the Decree on the Enforcement of

Universall2-year Compulsory Education System, a replacement of the former
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11-year system, education began under the new program starting from the
school year 2014-2015.

The quality' of university education was. fufther enhanced through the
improved educational con_ditioné including, in particular, the setting up at
several universities of e-libraries furnished with excellent equipment.and
facilities. . |

Tele-education system was set up linking the local libraries and scientific and
educational instituti_dns to the central library, thereby paving the way for
attaining the goal of the Government to ensure the acquisition by all peopie of
modern science and technology. |

| The Government cbntinued to. effect the policy of bﬁilding houses’ at State
expenses and providing thenq to people free of charge. ‘Thousands of modern
houses and welfare facilities were built nét only in the capital city of Pyongyang
lan'd provinces but in remote areas and isléts on the west sea.

As a result of the efforté of the Government to provide people vﬁth civilized
conditions‘for cultural life, in 2013 alone, hundreds of places for leisur¢ and
cultural activities likq pleasure grou11ds, sports parks, folk gardens were set up in
different parts of the country. N

Progress Was made in the efforts to protect and promote the rights of children,

- women, elderly and persons with disabilities. | |

Modern educational conditions were provided, contents of education updated
and childrenr’s camps and clubs renovated to create conditions for all children to

acquire a wide range of knowledge, noble morality and_ strong physique.

Special concern was shown for the growth, health care and education of

children without parents, with all necessary measures taken for the construction




of new nurseries ‘and kindergartens, improved diet and provision of nutritious
foods and clothing.

~ The ingtitution of November 16 as “Mothers’ Day” in 2‘012' and the

convening of the 4" National Meeting of Mothers was the manifestation of high |

appreciation of their contribution to the development of society and well-being

of their families, as well as serving as an important occasion in fostering the’

social atmosphere of respecting them and further protecting -and promoting of
their rights.

As a number of housewives chose to-participate in public life in response to

the State measure in 2010, the institutions, eritelrprises and organizations

concerned provided their working women with good working Qonditiohs and

welfare facilities.

Efforts were also made to increase the number of womén public officials and
provide.them' with systé_mz_ltic in-service training,

A modern institute was s.éf up under the Pyongyahg Matemitjf Hospital, and
| medical examination anci treatment of all women in the country Vare being
_conduéted regﬁlarly, resulting in a marked improvement in. women'’s health.

- The Korean Federation for the Perection of the Elderly became more vibrant

in its activities, new State measures were taken for the care of old persons with

no one to depend on, a new support system put in place for old homes and social

atmosphere of respecting and rendering both moral and material assistance to
‘them established. |

The K orean Federation for the Protection of Persons with Disabilities refined
its work system and expanded .the scope of -its acﬁvities, with a series of
measures taken for the ecarly detection and recovery of children with disabilities,

improvement of arts, sports and vocational training of persons with disabilities.
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Mr. President, |

We are proud of the progresses we have made during the.past_ four years
overcoming all sorts of obstacles and challenges for the protection and.
promotion of hlllmanu rights. We will continue to make highly res'ponsible |
K endeévours to 1ﬁake sure 'that our people enjoy a higher level of 'genuine human
| rights. | |

The efforts of the DPRK for the protection and promotion _.of human rights
conﬁnue to face serious challenges and obstacles.

The persistent politiqally—moti-vated‘ pressure and military threat by outside
forces against the DPRK remain major sources of .destrUCting'the peaceful
environment needed for the economic cohstruction and improvement of people’s .-
living.

Moreovér, the aggravating economic sanctions against the DPR_Klthreaten
our people’s rights to existence aﬁd pose a stumbling block to ensuring peaceful
development of the country.

“We will further strengthen our r;atibnal defence capabilities o .ﬁrmly
' safeguérd our socialist sys‘_[em,.nati'onal Soyereignty, the lives and safety of our
people,. while making dynamic efforts for the e_co_nomic dével-o.pm_ent and
improvement of people_’s living. | o

We will further promote cooperation and dialoglie with all countries friendly
towards us, and open up new chahnels for _improved relationships without
" questioning the past. We will honour the international human rights' instruments
and faithfully fulﬁ_ll our lefgatiéns in the field of human rights.

In conclusion, Wé are convinced that this review Wi.ll serve as a good
occasion in promoting your understanding of the real human 1"ights situation of

the DPRK and encouraging it in its efforts for the protection and promotion of
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human rights and will participate in the interactive dialogue in a spirit of .
constructiveness and sincerity.

Thank you.
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